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ery va,lun,ble work wH,h t.lw commi1i{.ee
f t\Xpm'!',H(If the Council of Europe with

yip;w to prepn,ring t.he :1greernent.s, Holld
he fu1iure Europe~LII la.hour conference
; 1,0 he convened join1ily by t;]w l.L.O.
lid t.1le Becre1ia,ria.t. of 1'.he CounC\i] of
)UJ'ope.

1'}w Europe~LDHocialRecllrit.y H1iandaJ'ds
re na.1iura,]]yexpect,ed t,o fi.nd their plaee
,i1ihinthe framework of the in1iermL1iional
LllOurConvention which the present se/:;-
ion of the Conference wiIJ be discussing
] 1ilwnex1, few da.ys. ~'hus, t,he Europmm
:.wial Hecllri1;y effort does not exclude
J1ierna,1iiollala.ction on a wider scale, but.
a,s regard 1,0the need for pJ'oceeding by
~agm;,Imving regard also t,o certain spe-
ial conditions.

These are the moti-I'es that have led us
) 1iake a new step forward in connection
ri1ihthe Schuman Plan. The co-ordina-
.on provided for in t.he Sehuman Plan
'ith regard to economic mat1iers has not
1ft out of account the social consequences
f the economic progress thus achieved.
'his is one of the origins of the occupa-
~onalreadaptation fund for which French
LWprovides. Accepted principles with
3gard t,o the position of foreign labour
ave not been neglected, and have in fact
een inserted in the agreement in a more
dvanced form.
T.hese are the remarks I wished to

lake regarding recent French social
olicy. I have shown that at the national
\vel, in every field, there has been
lcreased and co-ordinated action by the
ceupational organisations and the Gov-
rnment to strengthen and increase the
rogress which has been made possible by
l1erestoration of our economic potential.

France does not forget, however, that
l1e efforts for social justice made in one
ountry must be reflected in international
ction if they are not to be in vain. It
herefore expresses once more its full
greement with the principles of the
)rganisation. France intends to pursue,
I1rough the LL.O., its policy of co-
peration in the social field.

I wish to stress, in this connection, the
nportance of the work of the LL.O. in
uilding up the International Labour
Jode. There would be no International
labour Code if the LL.O. did not exist.
1. is one of the essential charact,eristics
f the Organisation that it has in the
xtensive field of labour law a series of
1ternational Conventions and a proce-
ure of implementation which does not
xist on such a. scale in any other inter-
.ational organisation. V\Te must maintain
his precious means to social progress and
.d~pt it to cover ~~e ,ne.w,.mo~e exteJ?-~ive

France is a.bout to ma,ke it;s [i81;h ra.ti-
iica1iion of ~1n in t.erua,1iional la,hour Con-
vcn1iion. I realise t.he dilflcul1iies which
oft.en prevent ra,tiiiea.tion of Conve1l1iions,
a,nd wl1ieh a,re in many cases due more
1.0 difficu11;ies of fjUing 1ihem in1io 1i.he
na,1iiona,1 pJ'a,ct.ice than 1iO a,ny Ilrofound
diilerenC\e of principle. Even when not
ra.tified, the Conventions are st~1ndards
which w1tiiolU11 legislation should 301'-
}1roa.cll. In securing 1ibe necessary com-
hina1iion of this legislative work. and of
1ihe kind of eoncre1ie :1chievements that
the LL.O. now has 1iOits credit you will be
hLithful 1iOtl]e proper role of the I.L.O.

It. i::; with 1ihis end in view tha,t my
country desires 1iO eollabora.te in 1ihe
common task and that it sees, in the
gradual establishment of regional agree-
ments, an intermediate stage between
dangerous and powerless isolation and
a really universal organisation which will
assure us the liberation of the workers,
which is a guarantee of prosperity and
peace.

REPOR1' OF THE COMMITTEE ON
STANDING ORDERS 1

Interpretation: ThePRESIDENT
Our today's agenda requires us now to
consider the report of the Committee on
Standing Orders.

Interpretation: Mr. AGO (Government
adviser, Italy; RerJorter of the Committee
on 8tandi'fl.g Orders) - In view of the
shortage of time at our disposal, I will
simply say a word with regard to point
2 of the report of the Committee on
Standing Orders, which proposes amend-
ments to the Standing Orders required
to give effect to the Governing Body's
recommendations for associating Members
of the International Labour Organisation
more closely with its work.

The amendments proposed for your
consideration were the subject of a long
discussion, particularly among the Govern-
ment members of the Committee. It may
be that these amendments did not com-
pletely satisfy all members, but never-
theless it was unanimously recognised
that there was no other possible solution.
The Standing Orders must not be regarded
as our master; they are an instrument
which must alvmys be at our service. If
experience shows that this system is not
good we should alwa.ys be ready and able
to revise it.

I have nothing to add on any of the
other points. The questions here were
fort.:o-nate!r eas;r to settle a~d t?ere_was
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Interpretation: The PRESIDENT -
I am sure that; I shall be expressing t;he
general feeling in conveying our gra,tit.ude
to the Reportier for his eloquence and
brevity. Does anyone wish t,O spea.k on
the report'

Interpretation: Mr. TIWCLET (Gov-
ernment delegate, Belgium) - I do not
propose to start a long discussion on a
very difficult and complicat;ed subject.
I wish simply to say that, as Mr. Ago
stated quite clearly, it would seem in the
present circumstances and judging by
the discussions, difficult. to envisage any
other solution for the moment. If, how-
ever, I say this, implying that the Belgian
Government will vote for the proposal
which Mr. Ago has submitted to the
Conference, I must also say that the
Belgian Government delegation considers
that it must make reservations for the
future.

During the discussion-I do not wish
to go into it in detail here-the Belgian
Government delegation made to the
Governing Body a more radical proposal,
namely, to amend the Constitution, so

that it might be possible for the Governing
Body to be organised in such a wa,y as to
give greater satisfac1;ion and more safe-
gUal'ds. The Belgian Government thought,
in particular, that the proposal which it
ha.d made, and which implies amendment
of the Constitution, migh1;ha.ve the effect
of safeguarding the representation of the
various regions more adequately and
more surely.

While making reservationB in regard
1iOthis proposal, which the Belgian Gov-
ernment wil1 maintain in suspenBe until
it iBproved whether the present proposal
is Batisfactory or not, I wish to stiate
that we shall vote for the proposal put
before you by the Committee on Standing
Orders.

Interpretation: The PRESIDENT -
I understand that Mr. Troclet does not,
oppose the adoption of the report. If
there are no other objections 01' obser-
vations, I think we ma.y take the report
as adopted.

(The report is adopted.)

(The Conferenceadjourned at 12.45 p.m.)
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Pollowing Article 39 (part Il, I::;ection
E), insert the following Hew Article
39bis :

OonsuUation of the Unitcd Nations
or Other Spec--ialiscdAgen(,-ics

Wllere items are placed on tile agenda of tile
Conference with a view to the adoption of a
Convention or a Recommendatin, the Inter-
lIational Labow' Office shall, at the same time as
it is requesting Governments for their comments
on the proposed Convention 01' Rccommendation,
consult the United Natiolls and other specialised
agencies in respect of any proviBion of the proposed
Convention 01' Recommendation which affectB the
activities of such organisation 01' organh;ations,
and the comments of such organisatioll or organisa-
tions shall be brought before the CQnference,
together with the comments received from Govern-
ments.

Following Article 17 bis (above), insert
the following new Article 17ter:

Time Lirnit for the Submission of Proposals
for New Activities

1. Except as provided in paragraph 2 of the
present Article, no proposals for new activities to
be undertaken by the International Labour
Organisation shall be placed before a session of
the Conference unless such proposal has bef'n
deposited with the Director-General of the Inter-
national Labour Office at least six weeks before
the opening of the Conference.

2. The requirements of paragraph 1 do riot
apply to-
(a) any proposal that a matter should be referred

to the Governing Body or the Joint Maritime
Commission for examination with a view to
deciding whether action by the International
Labour Organisation in regard to the matter
is desirable, or

(b) matters of urgency in regard to which para-
graph 2 of Article 17 applies.

The Governing Body has also approved
the following amendments to the Rules
concerning the Powers, Functions and
Procedure of Regional Conferences con-
vened by the International Labour Orga-
nisation, and has recommended them to
the Conference for confirmation, in ac-
cordance with paragraph 2 of Article 38
of the Constitution of the Organisation:

Following Article 12, insert the follow-
ing new Article 12bis :

Prior Oonsultation in respect of Proposa7.s
for New Activities relating to Matters of Direct

Ooncern to the United Nations
or Other Specialised Agencies

1. V\TlJerea proposal submitted to a rew-onal
conference involves new activities to be undertaken
by the International Labour Organisation relating
to matters which are of direct concern to the United
Nations or one or more specialised agencies other
than the International Labour Organisation, the
Director-General or his representative shall enter
into consultation with the organisations concerned
an d report to the Conference on the means of
achieving co-ordinated use of the resources of the
respective organisations. Where a proposal put
forward in the course of a meeting for new activ-
ities to be undertaken by the International Labour
Organisation relates to matters which are of direct
concern to the United Nations or one or more
specialised agencies other than the International
Labour Organisation, the Director-General or his
representative shall, after such consultation with
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the reprooentatives of the other organisation or
organisations conccrned attending the meeting as
may be posBible, draw the attention of the meet.ing
to these implications of the proposal.

2. Before deciding on proposals referred to in
paragraph 1 of tile present Article the Conference
shall satisfy itself tllat adequate consultations have
taken place with the organisations concerned.

The Committee unanimously recom-
mends the Conference to confirm this
amendment to the Rules of Procedure.

The Governing Body recommended that
the amendments proposed above involv-
ing consul1iation with other organisations
should come into force as from the date
of the adoption of corresponding amend-
ments to their Rules of Procedure by the
Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly of the United Nations.
There was some discussion of this recom-
mendation in the Committee, in the course
of which the United States Government
member put forward the point of view
that these proposed amendments should
come into force for the I.L.O. immedi-
ately upon their adoption by the Confer-
ence. Other members of the Committee,
on the other hand, considered that they
should come into force formally only
after reciprocal action had been taken by
the United Nations bodies concerned.
In these circumstances the United States
Government member did not wish to
press his suggestion and the Committee
decided to recommend the Conference to
accept the Governing Body's recommen-
dation on tbis point. It was understood
that the Office would in the interim con-
tinue the close co-operation with the
United Nations and other international
organisations which had in fact been
established concerning the matters dealt
with in the proposed new Standing
Orders.

4. DESIRABILITY OF INCLUDING IN

FUTURE CONVENTIONS A NEW FINAL
ARTICLE CONCERNING PERIODICAL
REPORTS ON THE WORKING OF CONVEN-

TIONS IN FORCE

The Governing Body at its 114th
Session (Geneva, March 1951) considered
questions concerning the various cate-
gories of reports on Conventions and
Recommendations, including periodical
reports on Conventions in force. It will
be recalled, that unlike annual reports on
ratified Conventions and reports on un-
ratified Conventions and on Recommen-
dations, these periodical reports are not
drawn up by the Governments in pur-
suance of a provision of the Constitution
of the International Labour Organisa.tion
but are prepared in conformity with an
article included in each of the Conven-
tions adopted by the Conference and
providing that the Governing Body shall
submit to the Conference at five- or
ten-yearly intervals reports on the work-
ing of Conventions and shall consider the.
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desirability of placing on the agenda of
the Oonference the question of the revi-
sion in whole or in part of the Oonvention.
In actual practice, very few revisions
have arisen in connection with the perio-
dical reports. It would accordingly seem
desirable to replace the existing provi-
sion, in future Oonventions, by a new
final article respecting periodical reports
on the working of Oonventions in force
which would allow the Governing Body
to decide as to the appropriate moment
for the re-examination of a Oonvention
without having to take the matter up
automatically at fixed intervals. The
Oommittee therefore unanimously decided
to recommend that the final article

concerning periodical reports on the work-
ing of Oonventions should be modified to
read as follows:

At such times wo;it may consiuer necessary, the
Governing Bouy of the International Labour OJlice
shall present to the General Conference a report
on the working of the Convention and shall
examine the desimbility of placing on the agenda
of the Conference the question of its revision in
whole or in part.

Geneva, 19 June 1951.

(Signed) H. ALTMAN,
Chairman.

ROBERTO AGO,
Reporter.


